Using CQI to prevent the placebo effect from causing failed clinical trials.
One of the greatest obstacles to bringing drugs to market is one of the most complex--the human mind. Despite the billions invested in R&D, a fundamental issue in drug development is that most patients' responses are enhanced or affected by the "placebo effect." An ongoing methodology for reducing the impact of placebo effect should be built into the clinical study design at the outset based on a continuous quality improvement model. A CQI program that requires continuous evaluation of study participant data and rater training is a way to improve study performance and, therefore, ensure more valid studies and reliable outcomes.